ou’d asked me 10 yea
be doing at 53, it certa:
een this,” says Pam, a other
and mother of six, from the Sunshine
Coast, north of Brisbane.

“We discovered the most beautiful and
loving children, but they had no one to
care for them. It was the saddest thing I
have ever seen and my heart went out to
them. But when we saw how well they
responded to a little love and understanding,
both Alan and I knew that we were doing
something truly worthwhile.”

Their remarkable journey began in 2000,
after their daughter, Brooke, then 18, was
offered a job running an orphanage in
Tapachula. “Brooke had been there as a
volunteer the previous year and the people
running the place wanted her to come back
as a manager,” explained Alan, 56. “We
thought she was too young to take on  »»>
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Above: The Mision México children see Pam and Alan (below) as their de facto parents, As
onhe of their charges wrote, “Thank you for teaching me that love is more than a word”.

have needed us. Now everyone
supports what we’re doing here.”

Alan agrees. “We gave our
own children a good start and
now we’re leading our own
lives again, and part of that
new life is helping these kids
get a good start, t00.”

Pam recalls an incident
when her faith in what they
were doing wavered, after an
argument with their youngest
daughter, Brooke, who had
joined them at the orphanage.

“In the beginning, it was
really hard for us,” says Pam.
“There were always problems
with the water or the electricity
or the house leaking. One day, I
was bringing in the washing and
our daughter was homesick.
She said that she wanted to go
home, that we had taken her
away from her life in Australia.

“I went outside and, as I was
taking in the washing, I started
crying and I looked up at the
sky and said to God, ‘Why are
you making us suffer when
we try to help?’

“I was feeling rather sorry
for myself. Then I walked
in and one of the boys came
up and put his arms around
me, and said, ‘I love you’.

I just melted. I looked him

in the eyes and said, ‘So,
you’re why I am here.” I had
the answer to my question.”
As their “family” has grown,
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so the space available in the
small house the children
occupy has diminished.

“The house they’re in is
quite small, especially when
you put 33 children in it,” says
Pam. “There’s no backyard for
them to play in and because
it’s quite hot here all the time,
sometimes it’s overbearing.
Last year, we took out a loan
to renovate a new home

which is much bigger. It was
a carpenter’s workshop, but it
has a big backyard where the
children can run and play, and
ride bikes if they want, but we
still need funds to finish that.”
Many of the children can’t
read or write when they arrive
at Misién México. “We have
some 12-year-olds here who
didn’t know how to hold a
pencil,” says Alan. “There

were others who had never seen
a birthday cake until we had a
birthday party for them. They’ve
never had the opportunities
that most children in countries
like Australia seem to have.”

Pam puts her Sunday school
teaching experience to work
each day, holding literacy
classes to bring the children up
to primary school standard, so
they can attend school with
students their own age. Some
have scholarships to local
schools and are now at the
top of their class.

“We have one little boy
who wants to be an astronaut
and a little girl who has shown
exceptional talent as a ballet
dancer,” says Pam. “That’s
perhaps the most gratifying
thing, to see ambition and
talent thrive where before
there was really just an
instinct to survive.”

The couple say they will
keep Mision México — their
motto is Dando Amor, Vida y
Esperanza: Giving life, love
and hope — operating as long
as they can, though they are
aware of their advancing years.

“We know we can’t do this
forever, but as long as we can
we’ll keep going,” says Alan.

“Our dream is to see
the new home finished and
everything in place, then we
might think about letting
someonec younger run the
place, while we spend more
time raising funds in Australia.

“That’s still a long way off.
For now, our lives are here
with the children.”

The children see Pam and
Alan as their de facto parents,
as this moving letter from one
of their charges, a 15-year-old
boy, illustrates.

“Thank you for teaching me
that love is more than a word,”
wrote the boy. “For teaching
me that love is warmth, trust,
truth and decency. I have
learned the worth of family as
here there is love for everyone.
Thanks Mum and Dad.” [

If you would like to make a
donation to Misién México,
send a cheque or money order
to MSC Mision México, c/o
MSC Mission, PO Box 177,
Kensington, NSW 14635.



